
This is the most complete information I have on our proposed tour from Daniel Taxi in Madeira.  
If anyone has any more questions or concern, please let me know.  A few good websites about 
Madeira:   
 
Madeira Guide  Love Madeira  Madeira Web 
 

Eastern Tour of Madeira 2011 Itinerary 
  
·        Camacha  
·        Poiso  
·        Pico do Areeiro  
·        Ribeiro Frio  
·        Faial 
·        Santana 
·        Porto da Cruz  
·        Machico  
·        Santa Cruz  
·        Back to Funchal, Grocery Shopping, Blandy’s or to the ship. 
 
 
01. Tour departure meeting time is 8:30 AM and we will determine a meeting place either 
on the ship or on the pier.   I will be asking one person in each group to be the group leader of 
the group to be sure everyone is there before the van departs.  I think if we are all there before 
9:00 AM, we will get off on time.  
 
02. I will post a van plan once we get a firm number who are participating.   Van size will be 
either 8 or 15 passenger depending on the size of the group.  Everyone will get a PM message 
on the DIS or FB with their van assignment in addition to posting on first page of the DIS thread. 
  
03. Cost is 25 Euros per adult.  If you have a walker or wheelchair, the driver can place it in 
the rear of the van.  Strollers can also be accommodated in the rear of the van. 
In case there are more families with children, interested in the tour, we charge as follows: 
0 to 5 year olds – free 
6 to 11 year olds – 15 Euros 
From 12 years old onwards – 30 Euros  
 
These children’s prices are for big groups only, in smaller groups of, say 4, 6 or even 8 people 
we don’t discount this much.   
 
Daniel Taxi drivers only accept Euros because banks aren’t receiving dollars any more.  Drivers 
can’t accept payment by credit card either, because vehicles don’t have payment devices. In 
case you don’t bring any Euros, your driver will gladly take you to an ATM. 
 

http://www.madeinmadeiraguia.com/en_madeira.php
http://www.love-madeira.com/index.html
http://www.madeira-web.com/
http://www.madeira-live.com/en/camacha.html
http://www.travel-images.com/poiso-pt.html
http://www.madeira-web.com/PagesUK/pico-arieiro.html
(http:/www.madeira-web.com/PagesUK/ribeiro-frio.html
http://www.madeirarural.com/council-area-faial/
http://www.madeira-web.com/PagesUK/santana.html
http://www.madeira-web.com/PagesUK/santana.html
http://www.madeira-web.com/PagesUK/machico.html
http://www.madeirarural.com/council-area-santa-cruz/
http://www.theoldblandywinelodge.com/winelodge_home.htm


04. Now about our weather.  In September we can have all kind of weather conditions, form 
hot to cold to rainy.  Yes, it varies a lot depending on where you are.  It can be nice and warm in 
Funchal, but cold on the mountains.   So it’s wise to carry a jacket, even if at first it feels like you 
won’t need a jacket 
 
05.   If some of you prefer to pay in advance using PayPal, Daniel is willing to accept. As agreed, 
we’re receptive to accepting your payment on PayPal, so here‘s Daniel’s PayPal account 
address: jd-taxi@hotmail.com in fact it’s the same address you’re using to send your e-mails to 
us. If anybody else prefers to pay on PayPal, it will be ok with us too.  When the other people 
pay through PayPal, if they add a note saying that they’re coming in “Noel Birkner’s group”, it 
will be quite fine. 
 
Note from Noel:  If you are using PayPal, PLEASE SELECT PERSONAL TRANSFER as there is no fee 
as long as you use your bank account or PayPal account. If you use a credit card, you will need 
to pay a fee. Please don't pass the credit card fee to Daniel Taxi.  You will pay a fee for 
converting dollars to Euros and that should not be passed to Daniel Taxi as well. 
 
06.  The drivers of the smaller vans are driver/guides. In fact, these driver/guides are the same 
people that accompany the groups in the big buses. 
 
07. For those who have difficulty walking, there is room for a folding wheelchair in the rear of 
the van. Yes, even people with walking difficulties; have taken part in our tours, so your guest 
will be ok. The lady can choose to stay in the van sometimes, but on the longer stops she’ll be 
able to get out and be with the others. 
 
08.  I don’t think you’ll feel rushed, either by following this plan or the one we have on the 
website, but it’s true that you can’t do it too leisurely. Note from Noel:  I think this is the best 
tour we can receive in the allotted time. 
 
09. The tour procedure is as follows: the drivers will all be at the pier, with the vans, to meet 
you all. You won’t have to walk much, after you leave Disney Magic, to get to the vans. Before, 
drivers used to stand right at the end of the ship’s gangway, but our pier now has a new 
platform and cruisers have to get into this platform to see their drivers. Due to security reasons, 
entrance to the pier is blocked to the people in general, so I didn’t visit this new building yet. 
  
10. During your tour, you can visit churches, but you’ll see, mostly, Madeira’s natural 
beauty. Note from Noel:   If there are any churches on the itinerary that I need to mention to 
Eusébia to be sure we visit, please let me know. 
 
11. For large groups we book the restaurant beforehand and, in the morning, the driver talks to 
the clients about the different options in the menu, so that everybody decides what they’d like 
to eat. The driver then calls the restaurant to place the order in advance and when the group 
arrives, lunch is served straight away, which is very convenient and avoids any waste of time.  
 

mailto:jd-taxi@hotmail.com


12. Please make sure everybody understands that lunch is being paid extra. Sometimes people 
don’t pay all due attention and then they feel annoyed when they discover that the meal is not 
included in our price. 
 
17.  The restaurants is named Restaurante Casa de Chá do Faial 

 
 
 
18.  I have received a copy of the Menu that the restaurants is going to serve us at a cost of 12 

Euros per adult and 9 Euros per child plus tip.  Prices per person or child are indicated on the 

menu.  Sangria is also available at both restaurants at a cost of 13 Euros per liter and the 

smallest serving is 500ml jug. 

You may be able to double click once on the link to make the menu larger depending on your 
browser settings.  Menu Link 
 
On the menu, I believe the Passion Fruit Pudim is a fruity pudding type dessert similar to this 
recipe.  
 
Since everyone seemed to like the menu, I have told them this is the menu that is to be served. 

http://www.needinfo.com/cruise/MenuCasaDeChdoFaial.pdf
http://www.tastebook.com/recipes/970149-Maria-Jose-s-Passion-fruit-Pudding-Pudim-de-Maracuja-


 
19.   In a previous e-mail I mentioned “espada” which is a very popular fish in Madeira. It’s not 
too heavy, but if you prefer something more on the light side, maybe you’d rather have, for 
instance a soup and sandwich. Anyway, the restaurant caters for everything, so it’ll be up to 
each and every person to choose whatever they feel like having.. Yes, black scabbard is 
“espada” the fish I told you about. It’s nice, not too heavy and is, usually, enjoyed by all.   
 
Side note from Noel:  Here is an article to read on espada:  
 
 Espada 
 

 
This is a picture of Espada lunch. 

 
20.    Note from Noel:   For anyone who is interested in what is typical Madeiran cuisine, here 
are a couple of articles to read:    
 
Madeira Cuisine 

http://www.madeiraisland.com/eng/madeira/articles/espada_fish/
http://portugal-travel.suite101.com/article.cfm/portuguese_food_traditional_dishes_in_madeira


Recipes and Dishes in Madeira  
Here is picture of grilled lapas, a special shellfish. 

 
21. The restaurants will be providing a Bolo de Mel (Honey Cake) tasting when we arrive at no 
additional charge.  

  
Honey Cake 
 
22. For those who like or are vegetarian, even if the restaurant doesn’t have any special 
vegetarian dishes, I’m sure they’ll be more than happy to make a salad for them or even 
vegetables. 
 
23. The restaurant will, most probably, make separate bills for each person. They accept credit 
card but it’ll be better if you get your Euros beforehand, to speed up the paying process. There 
are ATMs in Porto Moniz, in case you need them there. Please be sure to allow enough in Euros 
to tip at the restaurant if you are paying in cash. 

http://www.madeirahelp.com/madeira_cuisine
http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Cookbook:Madeira_Honey_Cake


  
24.  With respect to using credit cards from America, some of our American clients have used 
their cards here and they didn’t have any problems.  So I think your group will be ok too.   If 
some want to shop, yes, most shops accept credit cards. 
 
25.  Where's the best place for Poncha? (Since the itinerary below doesn't include time in 
Câmara de Lobos) For the Poncha, any souvenir shop will do.   
Note from Noel:   Here is an interesting article about the Poncha: 
PONCHA DA MADEIRA  

The Poncha is a drink originated in India, brought by 
the British, and adapted by Madeirans. The Indian name given to the drink, 
namely pãnch, was initially composed by five ingredients: Rice or nut coconut 
spirit, sugar, tea of fresh herbs, spices and water.  It is believed now that the 
Poncha has been experienced for the first time outside India, on Madeira Island in 
the middle of the eighteenth century by the English at that time, during their 
travels between these parts. 
 
Throughout the nineteenth century the Poncha was a popular drink within the 
Madeira the more or less wealthy families on the island.  
 
Today, the tradition of Poncha remains very much alive among us, on Madeira, and 
the instruments used to assist in preparation of these drinks, in essence has not 
changed much. 
 
In Madeira, this drink was adapted to be used with honey, sugar cane spirit, lemon 
juice and lemon peel. The Poncha has become very popular due to the fact of being 
considered a good drink to heal the ills of the throat … has many other things . 
When you are on Madeira …. experience a Poncha … and taste the Madeiran 
culture. 

 

http://www.madeirablog.eu/2010/01/27/poncha-da-madeira/


28.  Note from Noel:  If individuals want to do the wine tastings, your individual tasting 
reservations should be made at Old Blandy's at 4:30 PM.  Please sign on their website to make 
your own reservations: Old Blandy Wine Shop Link: 
The cost is 5 Euros per adult person when you make your own reservations on the site.  You do 
not pay on the site.  This is a reservation only site and you pay on the tour. Minimum age for 
tasting is 18 and was confirmed by Eusébia. 
 
28. I called Blandy’s about children being allowed to take part in guided tours with their 
parents, they said “Yes, they are” and they even added that from the age of 6 till they are 15, 
children pay only 2.50 Euros. From then on they pay full price. 
 
29. A question came up about children visiting Blandy's and how to book their reservation. I 
called Blandy’s about your question and they said: — where it says “n. of people” she types the 
total amount, which, in her case, is 6. Then, further down, in “Observations”, she explains that 
3 of them are children.  
 
30.  I called Blandy’s and was told that each guide takes 30 people. In case there are more 
people interested, if there’s another guide available, they’ll start another group. Eusébia also 
said that it’s very important to book in advance, so that they are prepared with enough guides 
on the day so no one is disappointed.   
 
31.  For those in your group who can walk well, it will take them 30-40 minutes from Blandy’s to 
the pier.  Or people can choose to be taken shopping for wine, groceries etc. 
 
32.  If some of the people in your group aren’t doing the wine tasting and would rather be 
taken back to the cruise ship instead, the driver will drop them of there at no extra charge. 

33.  Something I’m thinking now: the people who aren’t going to Blandy’s, but want to do some 
shopping in Funchal before taking the van back to the pier at 5:30pm, it is better to discuss with 
their driver what type of shopping they’re planning to do, so that the driver leaves them at the 
appropriate location, otherwise they won’t have enough time to shop. On the other hand, if it’s 
souvenirs they’re planning to buy, Porto Moniz has some good souvenir shops and their time in 
Funchal could be used for exploring a bit and some photo taking. This is a mere suggestion, of 
course people are welcome to do as they please. 

34.  Once we get the count of who wants to go back right after the wine tasting, Daniel will 
provide a free ride back to the Magic for those who want to go back.  If you want to stay in 
town, you may and arrange your own transportation back to the ship. 
 
35.  Daniel is very pleased to offer you tour members a ride from Blandy’s back to the ship. His 
reason is that, as you need to be back by 4:15pm, your tour will be shorter than usual for a day 
tour, so no problem extending the drivers’ service a bit longer. Daniel also suggested that, if 
one or more vans happen to have, only, people not going to Blandy’s, they can do their tour in a 
more relaxed way and arrive in Funchal.  

http://www.symingtonfamilyestates.com/winelodge/book_tours.htm

